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Logline

Based on a true story: After a tumultuous professional basketball career, JOHN BRISKER, once
considered "the meanest man in basketball," finds himself working in Uganda as a paid mercenary for
the brutal dictator, Idi Amin.

Synopsis

John Brisker was once one of the most feared players in professional basketball. A two-time ABA
All-Star with a signature flourish after sinking shots, he played with raw physicality that earned him
the reputation as "the meanest man in basketball." But behind the violence was a talented athlete
whose inability to control his rage would derail his dreams and lead him to one of history's most
notorious dictators.

Growing up in Detroit's roughest neighborhoods, young Brisker found refuge at St. Cecilia Church,
where Father Thomas ran basketball games and taught life lessons through metaphors about ice
cubes and coffee. Despite the priest's guidance about what truly matters in life, Brisker built his
identity around proving he needed nobody. His path took him from street courts to the ABA, where his
explosive scoring and brutal physicality made him a star.

But success couldn't mask his demons. Brisker's temper became legendary. He knocked out
opponents' teeth with his elbows, fought fans, and clashed with coaches. When Bill Russell became
his coach in Seattle, the NBA legend tried to teach him teamwork and discipline. Brisker couldn't
adapt. After assaulting a teammate and verbally attacking Russell, he was blackballed from
professional basketball. His marriage collapsed, his drug use escalated, and Father Thomas, trying to
help him, was accidentally shot and killed during a confrontation with gang members.

Three years later, desperate to prove he can still play and support his daughter, Brisker accepts a
contract to play in Liberia. His performance catches the attention of Uganda's dictator Idi Amin, a
basketball fanatic who offers Brisker a fortune to coach Uganda's Olympic team. Brisker sees it as his
ticket back to the NBA. He accepts, ignoring warnings about Amin's brutality.

At Amin's palace, Brisker witnesses the dictator's casual violence but remains focused on basketball
and the generous paycheck. He meets Vanessa Donnelly, a British reporter who appears to be
writing a favorable story about Amin. Their attraction is immediate, though she warns him to leave
while he still can. Brisker refuses to run, maintaining he's survived worse in Detroit's streets.

But palace guards attack Brisker as a test. When he kills one in self-defense, Amin is impressed and
offers him a "bonus": training with his elite mercenary force led by the ruthless Roland. Brisker,
seduced by Amin's appeals to his ego and desire to be a champion again, joins the special forces
training. He excels at their brutal drills, finding the rush and camaraderie he'd been missing.



His relationship with Vanessa deepens. She reveals she's not actually a reporter but someone with a
personal vendetta: Amin's soldiers murdered her father, a judge, and her siblings. She's been
gathering intelligence for those seeking to stop Amin's reign of terror. When she discovers Amin plans
to send the mercenaries to massacre a Tanzanian village and blame it on tribal warfare, she knows
she must get word to Tanzania's President Nyrere.

Brisker helps Vanessa escape, passing intelligence to his former coach in Liberia. Roland suspects
betrayal and confronts Brisker, revealing Vanessa was ambushed and killed. Devastated, Brisker
discovers Roland is lying when he overhears Amin planning the village massacre. He's trapped
between his orders and his conscience, between the violence he's always embraced and the
humanity he's long suppressed.

The mercenary mission launches, but the Tanzanians are waiting, tipped off by the intelligence
Brisker passed. In the ambush, most of the mercenaries are slaughtered. Brisker kills Roland in
combat, but not before suffering a gut wound. Telling the surviving men to retreat, Brisker disappears
into the jungle with his compass, bleeding and alone.

One year later in London, Vanessa sits at a cafe with a baby, Jade. She survived the ambush that
killed her escort. Roland, also alive, confronts her, holding her infant daughter hostage. He knows the
child is Brisker's and believes Vanessa will eventually lead him to his enemy. He vows to wait
however long it takes for Brisker to make contact.

Twenty-one years pass. At a London swimming competition, teenage Jade Donnelly wins her race
with the same signature flourish her father once made after sinking baskets. In the crowd, she spots a
black man in his fifties with graying sideburns. Their eyes meet. Roland spots him too. The man
vanishes into the crowd before anyone can reach him.

The truth remains unknown. John Brisker, declared legally dead in 1985, is the only professional
basketball player on the National Crime Information Center's missing persons list. His body was
never found. Whether he died in the Ugandan jungle or chose to vanish to protect the woman he
loved and the daughter he never met, his fate remains one of sports' greatest unsolved mysteries.

Themes

• Violence as both survival mechanism and self-destruction

• Redemption and the cost of protecting those we love

• The exploitation of athletes by corrupt power

• Loneliness and the human need for connection

• Legacy: what we leave behind versus what we become

Tone & Comparables

THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND meets RAGING BULL with the paranoid intensity of THREE DAYS
OF THE CONDOR. A visceral character study that plays like a political thriller, tracking one man's
journey from American arenas to African war zones, where his greatest opponent becomes himself.



Status

Completed · Available · Based on the true story of John Brisker, the only professional athlete listed as
missing by the FBI


