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Logline

The true story of a war hero turned reluctant whistleblower defies the nation's wealthiest men after
being asked to lead a fascist coup, proving that the hardest battles aren't fought on foreign soil but in
the halls of power at home.

Synopsis

In November 1934, Major General Smedley Butler, the most decorated Marine in American history
with two Medals of Honor, walks into a Congressional hearing to testify about the unthinkable:
America's wealthiest industrialists have recruited him to lead a fascist coup against President Franklin
D. Roosevelt. What unfolds is the story of how this happened, and why this war hero chose to expose
the plot rather than lead it.

Butler has spent his career as what he calls "a high class muscle man for Big Business," leading
Marines in conflicts from China to Haiti to protect American corporate interests. But after witnessing
the brutal eviction of World War | veterans from their Washington encampment by General
MacArthur's troops, Butler becomes their champion, fighting for early payment of promised bonuses
during the Great Depression.

His advocacy catches the attention of Wall Street titans J.P. Morgan, the Du Pont brothers, and
industrialist Robert Sterling Clark, who fear Roosevelt's New Deal threatens their fortunes. When
FDR takes America off the gold standard, allowing the government to print money for relief programs,
these men see their wealth threatened by inflation. They need leverage against the President, and
they need a military leader veterans will follow.

Through bond salesman Gerald MacGuire and American Legion commander Bill Doyle, they
approach Butler with increasingly brazen proposals. First, they want him to speak at the American
Legion convention advocating a return to the gold standard. Butler plays along, gathering evidence.
Then MacGuire reveals the real plan: create an American version of the Croix de Feu, the French
veterans' organization that helped avert civil war through the threat of military force.

The conspirators envision Butler leading 500,000 veterans to pressure Roosevelt into creating a new
Cabinet position, Secretary of General Affairs, effectively making Butler a co-president who would run
the country while FDR remains a figurehead. If Roosevelt refuses, the veterans would remove him by
force. MacGuire shows Butler evidence of massive funding, including checks from Morgan and the
Du Ponts, and reveals plans to arm the force through Remington Arms, controlled by the Du Ponts.

Butler is offered enormous bribes, including $18,000 in cash and the promise to pay off his mortgage.
But the Quaker general, guided by his faith's testimony of simplicity and service to others, refuses. He
sees through their manipulation: they're not trying to help veterans but to exploit them for a fascist
takeover modeled on Mussolini's Italy and Hitler's Germany, both regimes these same businessmen
openly admire and financially support.



Butler takes his evidence to Philadelphia Record reporter Paul French, who confirms the conspiracy
through his own investigation, including a recorded conversation with MacGuire where the bond
salesman openly discusses the fascist plot. Together, they bring the evidence to Congress, where the
McCormack-Dickstein Committee investigates what would become known as the Business Plot.

But power protects power. While the committee confirms Butler's testimony and MacGuire's
involvement, the most powerful conspirators are never called to testify or prosecuted. Media outlets
controlled by the plotters, including William Randolph Hearst's newspaper empire and TIME
magazine, mock Butler's testimony, painting him as a publicity-seeking fool. Editorial cartoons show
him riding a white horse into the Oval Office like Don Quixote.

Discouraged and vilified, Butler retreats into depression until hundreds of veterans appear at his
home, led by the families he's been quietly supporting through the Depression. They remind him they
still need him to fight for their bonuses. Reinvigorated, Butler launches a nationwide speaking tour
with his Bonus Expeditionary Force, delivering radio addresses that reach millions and expose the
military-industrial complex.

His speeches are incendiary and prophetic. He calls war "a racket" run for corporate profit at the cost
of working-class lives. He reveals how his own military career was spent protecting corporate
investments, not American democracy, in China, Haiti, Cuba, and Mexico. He demands Congress
restrict military deployment to defending American soil, not foreign business interests. Most
provocatively, he names names: Hearst, Morgan, the Du Ponts, and oil magnate Howard Pew.

The industrialists strike back through their media empires, running attack ads and paying former
soldiers to speak against Butler. They manipulate public opinion with such effectiveness that decades
later, the techniques they pioneered, including manufactured news stories and coordinated media
attacks, would become standard practice. But Butler persists, writing his manifesto "War Is A Racket"
and continuing to advocate for veterans.

One month after the Congressional report is issued, Gerald MacGuire dies of "natural causes" at age
37, eliminating the only withess who could have implicated the wealthy backers. The Business Plot
fades from public memory, buried in basement archives. But Butler achieves a final victory: in 1936,
Congress passes the Adjusted Compensation Payment Act, authorizing immediate payment of two
billion dollars in World War | bonuses.

The Last Honorable Man is the story of American democracy's closest brush with fascism, stopped
not by institutions or government but by one man's integrity. It's about the dangerous alliance
between wealth and power, the exploitation of veterans, and the eternal question of who really
controls America. Butler chose poverty over riches, truth over power, and service over self-interest.
When he died in 1940, his estate totaled $2,000. The men he exposed died as millionaires. But only
one earned the title this film bestows.

Themes
« Integrity and moral courage in the face of overwhelming power
» The exploitation of veterans by corporate and political interests

» War as a racket: the military-industrial complex exposed



» Democracy's fragility when wealth threatens government

» The power of one principled individual against systemic corruption

Tone & Comparables

ALL THE PRESIDENT'S MEN meets THE CONSPIRATOR with the righteous fury of MR. SMITH
GOES TO WASHINGTON. A taut political thriller that plays like a heist film in reverse: instead of
stealing from the powerful, one man risks everything to expose them.

Status

Completed - Available - Based on Congressional testimony and historical record



