THE OTHER SIDE OF THE MOON

Gritty Modern Western
Written by Michael Brody

LOGLINE

A despondent ex-detective reluctantly protects a guarded Latina teenager on the run after
witnessing her parents’ murder, but as two desperate brothers hunt them down, he’s forced to
choose between staying numb—or risking everything for redemption.

SYNOPSIS

Tyler Cruz is a former detective who has quietly checked out of life. Living alone and carrying the
weight of a past he can't fix—especially the loss of his granddaughter—he’s settled into a routine
of isolation, regret, and just getting through the day. He doesn’t expect anything to change.

Then he meets Luna, a guarded fifteen-year-old Latina running from something she refuses to
explain.

Their uneasy connection is shattered when Luna’s past catches up to her in the most violent way
possible. After witnessing the brutal murder of her parents, Luna is forced into flight—and Tyler,
despite every instinct to stay out of it, becomes her only chance at survival.

What begins as a reluctant ride north turns into something far more dangerous.

Hunting them are Noah and Liam, two brothers bound not by cruelty, but by desperation. After
their mother’s suicide and their father’'s abandonment, Noah became Liam'’s caretaker. Liam’s
mental instability led to a violent incident that made it clear they had no future staying in the
country. Desperate to get his brother out and start over somewhere they wouldn’t be found, Noah
turned to a drug deal to finance their escape. When Luna’s parents become collateral damage,
she becomes the only withess—and a threat they can’t leave behind.

As the distance between hunter and hunted shrinks, Tyler and Luna are forced into a fragile
alliance shaped by reluctance. Luna, sharp and emotionally raw, struggles to reconcile the man
trying to protect her with the stranger she doesn’t fully trust. Tyler, meanwhile, sees in Luna both a
burden and something far more dangerous—an opportunity for redemption he doesn’t believe he
deserves.

Their journey unfolds across desolate highways, roadside motels, and forgotten towns, where
moments of tension give way to unexpected connection. Tyler’s gruff exterior begins to crack as
Luna challenges his worldview, refusing to let him retreat into the quiet resignation of a man
already preparing to die. In turn, Tyler teaches Luna how to survive—not just the men chasing her,



but the fear threatening to consume her.

Meanwhile, Noah'’s pursuit grows increasingly urgent as Liam becomes more unpredictable, his
condition deteriorating under pressure. What began as a calculated escape spirals into chaos,
forcing Noah to confront the consequences of every decision he’s made to protect his brother.

In a final confrontation fueled by desperation, guilt, and the need for redemption, Tyler must face
the choice he’s been avoiding—to act when it matters most. For Luna, the choice is just as stark:
to remain a victim of what was taken from her, or step into the light her mother always believed
she carried.

In the aftermath, not everyone walks away. But for those who do, something shifts. Not closure.
Not justice. Something quieter.

The understanding that even in the darkest moments, there is still light—just out of view. Like the
other side of the moon, it's always there. You just have to believe it.

TONE & COMPARABLES
HELL OR HIGH WATER meets LOGAN

THEMES
 Found family and second chances
* Guilt, redemption, and moral reckoning
* The persistence of hope in a brutal world



